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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Comprehensive care for PLHA's at ART centres — directive reg.

In a Public Interest Litigation, the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India reviewed the steps
taken by National AIDS Control Organisation, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India to combat HIV/AIDS and the services being provided to PLHA's. In this
regard, the Supreme Court has issued directives for enhancing the extent and efficacy of
treatment administered to PLHAs.

Attention of all concerned is drawn towards the following directives:

, X “At present, 172 ART centres are functional. All category A & B districts shall be
covered in a phased manner and ART centres shall be established in these districts”.

Action Taken: All states must ensure that all A& B category districts have at least one fully
functional ART centre. Status of ART centre in the states must be reviewed
accordingly, so that ART services are made available in all A & B category
districts by March 2009,

2. “A plan for link ART centres has been formulated and put into operation by NACO.
NACO is directed to ensure that all districts which have a critical mass of patients on
ART shall have a link ART centre. NACO shall ensure that 650 Link ART centres shall be
made functional by 2010."

Action Taken: All states must identify the sites for Link ART centres based on NACO guideline
and intimate the same to NACO for issue of administrative sanction, so that
necessary refurbishment and training of manpower at Link ART centres can be
undertaken. The Link ART centres need to be operationalised at the earliest so
that PLHAs do not have to travel long distance to get ART.

3. “Presently 139 CD4 machines are installed in the country to take care of 172
centres, by way of a sample transport mechanism for centres without CD4 machines.
The sample is transported by the lab technician who brings back the report also after
testing at the Nodal Centre. NACO has also entered into a comprehensive maintenance
contract with effect from May 2007 with an agency for maintenance of the CD4 machines
and stringent damage clauses have been inserted to ensure that repair and maintenance
of these machines is done in a timely and efficient manner. The facilities shall be






